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The recent activities of Vice-Premier Fisrlinger in the eabinet have done
mch to draw firm the lines of conflict within the Scoial Demecratic

Party, The party leadership is bedbunihy to feel its strength increasiongly

as a result of the strong development of its locsl organizations. REach of
the leaders feels that he has a positive constituency to fall bhack oI, &n=
titling him, therefors, to a more critical voice in party councils. This,

of course, did not obtain during the times when estimates of party strength
were nebulous and when Fierlinger was 2ble to trade all out on his personal
influence. On the two occasions in receat cabinet meetings when Fierlingsr
took a strong stand-~the first in sup orting Kratochvii as Ambassador teo
Oreat Britain over Ur. Patzmak B Conmant: According tom 25X1A2g
B, Eratechvil an official in the Einistry of Rducaiion who belongs 1 ©
extreme left of the So¢ial Democratic Party, was appointed Ambassador on

3 October 1946 ), and the second in the debate over the composition of the

UN delegation, wherein Fierlinger championed himself toward what would have
amounted to his assuwiption of the leadership of the delegation over Masaryk-—
he alienated elements in his party formerly leyal to him,

Dr. Patzsk, Social Demccratic leadsr of twenty-three years standing, was long

‘considered in official eircles as number one candidate for the diplomatic poat

in Great Britain whenesver it was definitely decided that Masaryk was not

. to po there. His strong connections in British labop Party circles were long
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recognized, not to spesk of the additional assot represented by the position °
his wife enjoys in British pelitical and cultural groupd, During hig five
weeks' stay at the Paris Peace Confarence, Dp, ¥ atrak was frequently given to
understand from Pragus that he was to be named to London. Furthermore, Foreign
Minister Masaryk gave him special tasks with the British designed to obtain
support for certain aspeets of Czech policy. He met with Attlee apd Bevin and
conferred with the Executive Committee of the Lahor Party.

Upon learning of the decision to name Kratochvil to London, Fatmak met with
Fierlinger in the Ex3cutive Committes meeting of the party, where he clearly
stated his future course of action. He emphasized the fact that Fierlinger
should understand that he {Patzak) would now turn his whole attention to
internal politics and thet much of that action would be designed agalnst

Flerlinger. Purther, he regards his post as Presidisl Chisf of the
Ministry of Information as merely temporary and he will take a more
active interest in the internal affairs of the party. :
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frseto the UM delegation also
2zders of the party, who, thus fer,
are the only mnes who know tbout it. These peopic f::l thit, in so do-
ing, Fisrliaser wes willine to shelve 'is rospoasitdlity as lzulor oi
the perty Jurine o time of critical :etion ia [ovor of parsoncl consliere
tic 521 the nortfolio of For:i-n
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folio of Foreizn afisirs wus expressed in [ The sume rencrt olso

mentionsd the mechinetions within the Gubiast in rorard to the compoesitica

of the deloestion to the UM
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